7th Grade English Language Arts Syllabus

Sandy Springs Charter Middle School

2011-2012

Teachers:  Mrs. C. Whaley, Ms.  R. Echols,  

Mr. T. Hembree
Room Numbers: D-125, A-152, A-127
Help Session: Monday morning 7:45-8:15 (D-125)
                 Wednesday morning 7:45-8:15 (A-152)
                 Wednesday morning 8:00-8:30 (A-127)
Emails: whaleyc@fultonschools.org
             echolsr1@fultonschools.org
             hembreet@fultonschools.org

Website: cwhaley.weebly.com
Course Description: Seventh grade language arts continues to emphasize the integration of vocabulary, literature, reading strategies, composition, oral language skills, research and grammar. Literature, media and technology experiences become increasingly analytical as students study the elements of the short story, novel, drama, poetry, essay, autobiography, and other fiction and nonfiction genres. The emphasis on becoming strategic readers, critical viewers and effective communicators continues. Students learn to evaluate their own learning.

Course Outline: The class will be taught in comprehensive units, with each unit encompassing approximately four weeks.
Curriculum Standards:  Reading: ELA 7R1, 7R2, 7R3 Writing: ELA 7W1, 7W2, 7W3, 7W4, Conventions: ELA 7C1

Textbook Information: 

Glencoe Literature (McGraw-Hill/Glencoe, 2009)

Replacement cost: $61.50

Lost/Damaged Textbook Policy:  Students are financially responsible for all books issued by SSCMS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued to the student must be turned in at the end of the course. Students will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books. The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book. If the student is issued a damaged book such as broken binding, torn pages, water damage, writing, etc., and then the book should be returned for a replacement or document the damage. There is a two week grace period for students to document damage before they are held accountable.  

Unit Assessments:

1. A new grammar concept (ex. Verbs, sentence structures, nouns, adverbs)

2. A piece of literature (short story, drama, play, novel, poetry)

3. Quizzes/Tests/Projects

4. A writing assignment to assess the knowledge of the literature and/or writing concept

Grading Scheme:

Tests/Projects/Writing Assessments: 40%

Classwork: 30%

Quizzes: 20%

Grading Scale:

90-100      A

80-89        B

70-79        C

Homework/Vocabulary/Warm-ups: 10%                                            69-0          F

Homework Policy: There will be required homework most evenings.  The homework will not always be due the following day, but may cover multiple days or even be a weekly assignment.  Parents should check the agenda daily to ensure homework is completed correctly and in the required time.  Late homework will receive a reduced grade.  
Academic Dishonesty or cheating is never tolerated.  Any student caught cheating will be referred to the administration and the assignment in question will earn a zero grade.  This zero will not be eligible for a re-take.  

Fulton County Provision for Improving Grades/ Recovery Policy: Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. 
Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

· Modifications and accommodations will be made for students with special needs or IEP’s
I know that you will have a successful 7th grade year by following the guidelines in the syllabus, the classroom procedures, and the grading policy. I am excited to have you in my class and I look forward to our year together. 




Please sign, detach, and return: I have read and understood Mrs. Whaley’s Language Arts Syllabus, the procedures, and the grading policy.
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Parent
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Student


