“Rikki-tikki-tavi” Vocabulary
Read the sentences and determine the part of speech (POS) for each underlined word.  Guess the meaning of the word based on how it is used in the sentence.  When we discuss the words in class, you should write the correct definitions.

At nightfall he ran into Teddy’s nursery to watch how kerosene lamps were 
lighted, and when Teddy went to bed Rikki-tikki climbed up too; but he was a 
restless companion, because he had to get up and attend to every noise all through 
the night and find out what made it.

1.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


He found a little wisp of grass floating there, and clung to it till he lost his senses.  
When he revived, he was lying in the hot sun on the middle of a garden path, very 
draggled indeed, and a small boy was saying: “Here’s a dead mongoose.  Let’s 
have a funeral.”
2.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________

3.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________

They gave him a little piece of raw meat.  Rikki-tikki liked it immensely, and when it was finished, he went out into the veranda and sat in the sunshine and fluffed up his fur to make it dry to the roots.  Then he felt better.

4.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


It was a large garden, only half cultivated, with bushes as big as summer houses 
of roses, lime and orange trees, clumps of bamboos, and thickets of high grass.

5.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


Darzee and his wife only cowered down in the nest without answering, for from 
the thick grass at the foot of the bush there came a low hiss – a horrid, cold sound 
that made Rikki-tikki jump back two clear feet.

6.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


Rikki-tikki’s eyes grew red again, and he danced up to Karait with the peculiar 
rocking, swaying motion that he had inherited from his family.  It looks very 
funny, but it is so perfectly balanced a gait that you can fly off from it at any 
angle you please; and in dealing with snakes this is an advantage.

7.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


“Nag is dead – is dead – is dead!” sang Darzee.  “The valiant Rikki-tikki caught 
him by the head and held fast.  The big man brought the bang-stick, and Nag fell 
in two pieces! He will never eat my babies again.”

8.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


“The boy broke it with a stone!” shrieked Darzee’s wife.

“Well!  It may be some consolation to you when you’re dead to know that I shall 
settle accounts with the boy.  My husband lies on the rubbish heap this morning, 
but before night the boy in the house will lie very still.”
9.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________


His eyes and the end of his restless nose were pink; he could scratch himself 
anywhere he pleased, with any leg, front or back, that he chose to use; he could 
fluff up his tail till it looked like a bottle brush, and his war cry, as he scuttled 
through the long grass, was “Rikk-tikk-tikki-tikki-tchk!”

10.  POS __________
Guess ________________________________________________

Definition _______________________________________________________________
